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NOTE ON THE EVALUATION CRITERION

The manuscript presents itself as a contemporary literary novel, centred on a middleaged

female protagonist who traverses a season of grief and identity recomposition.

The author does not make explicit a declared market positioning, but the material, re‐

gister, and structure of the voice clearly indicate the literary contemporary category, with

thematic proximity to the strand of contemporary British women's fiction that works on

grief,  adult  motherhood,  and intergenerational  inheritance.  The manuscript  should be

evaluated for what it sets out to be: an intimate novel that traverses one year in the life of

a protagonist in a phase of transition, with priority on voice, interiority, and quality of

prose more than on plot complexity. It is not reasonable to judge it by the criteria of com‐

mercial genre fiction (thriller, romance, SFF), which

would  require  more  articulated  dramatic  structures  and different  narrative  arcs.  The

evaluation adopts the principle of scope-appropriate evaluation: the manuscript is judged

as a literary novel that aspires to its own accomplished form, not as a market product of a

different genre. The 5 base dimensions of the fiction framework have been applied, with

equal weights (20% each) as per default. No additional module has been activated (the

optional appendices Lexical Diagnostics and Beats Visualisation have not been requested

in the scoping phase).

The Weight of Air

WHAT THE MANUSCRIPT TELLS (Synthesis without spoiler of the ending, according to

the convention adopted for reports for the author's benefit.)

Anne, 42, a sixth form college teacher in Manchester, has been separated from Mark for

six months when her father Julian dies of a sudden heart attack. In the months that follow

the funeral, Anne is forced to renegotiate the relationship with her mother Vivian, a 70-

year-old woman of difficult temperament, keeper of an emotional inheritance never elab‐

orated between the two of them. While the two adolescent children, Peter (16) and Soph‐

ie (14), begin to ask for autonomies she does not know how to grant, Anne attempts —

failing twice — to open up to a new relationship. The novel follows Anne through the nine

months that follow her father's death, alternating the narrative

present with flashbacks to childhood with the parents, the marriage with Mark, the birth

of the children. The central theme is the intergenerational transmission of female grief

and the possibility — or impossibility — of recognising it, naming it, letting it go.

The Weight of Air
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STRENGTHS

Recognisable and authentic protagonist voice. Anne possesses a distinguishable

subjectivity from the first pages. The reader perceives her as a person with her own

gaze on the world, with a particular way of observing details (the light on the walls, the

noise of the lift, the silence in the kitchen after the children have gone out). The voice,

when the author lets her speak without stylistic forcing, possesses its own coherence and

grip.  2.  Pages  on  the  mother-daughter  relationship  of  strong  emotional  intensity.

Chapters 8 and 14, devoted to two conversations between Anne and her mother Vivian,

are the most successful moments of the manuscript. They contain authentic emotional

material, constructed with attention to the unsaid, to minimal gestures, to changes of

rhythm in the dialogues. One perceives an author capable of sustaining emotional tension

without falling into sentimentalism, when the material is central to her work. 3. Funeral

scene (chap. 4) well constructed. The scene is dosed with measure between silence and

physical detail, avoids the trap of melodrama, and manages to construct a narrative mo‐

ment that functions as a pivot of the novel. The handling of time (the scene lasts about fif‐

teen pages but covers only the arc of three hours) is effective and demonstrates a tech‐

nical capacity that elsewhere in the manuscript remains underexploited.

Emotional honesty of the material. One perceives an autobiographical core handled

with sufficient distance not to fall into self-indulgence. When the author resists the

temptation of easy lyricism (which nevertheless appears in other pages of the

manuscript), the prose attains a dignity not frequent among British debut authors of

the same thematic range. 5. Capacity for observation of the everyday. Some concrete

details — the mother's kitchen with the worn tablecloth, Sophie's misspelled text

messages, the smell of the cellar where Anne finds her father's boxes — possess visual

consistency and anchor the

novel to a tangible realism. This is a quality that can only be educated and not taught,

and the author possesses it.

The Weight of Air

STRUCTURAL WEAKNESSES

Weak dramatic arc. The inciting incident (the father's death) is not narratively

prepared: it arrives at chap. 3 as a brute fact, without the reader having had time to

construct an idea of the father-daughter relationship that grief will interrupt. As a

consequence, the grief that traverses the novel works in a void, because the substance

1. 
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of the lost object is missing. The climax at chap. 16 is diluted, the tension that should

culminate in epiphany dissolves into an urban rain scene that adds no meaning. The

overall dramatic curve does not exist. 2. Antagonist development absent. The ex-

husband Mark remains a referenced figure without depth of his own. He is cited in

dialogues, recalled in flashbacks, evoked in Anne's thoughts, but never appears as a

character in action. This absence, which could

have been a deliberate choice (Anne has erased him from her life), functions instead as a

limit of the novel, because it deprives the protagonist of a living dramatic confrontation.

Anne's grief seems to have only one direction (towards the dead father) while the narrat‐

ive structure would have required the presence of a present opposition. 3.  Repetitive

middle pacing. Chapters 7-12 turn around the same conflicts without visible progression.

Each chapter resumes the theme of incommunicability with the mother, of the feeling of

estrangement towards the children, of the failure of new relationships; each chapter does

so with minimal variations. The reader arrives at chap. 12

with the feeling of not having advanced one page compared to chap. 7. This is the most

serious structural problem of the novel, because it pushes the generalist reader to aban‐

donment before the climax.

Narrative voice oscillates without visible reason. Six chapters (1, 4, 8, 11, 14, 18) are in

the first person from Anne's point of view; the other twelve are in third person free in‐

direct, always from Anne's point of view. The oscillation does not seem to have visible

narrative function (e.g. distinguishing between present and flashback, between interi‐

ority and action, between temporal levels): it is stylistic incoherence. For a literary de‐

but, this is a vulnerability that readers and editors would flag immediately.

Unearned ending.  The resolution of  chap.  18 resolves  too  many conflicts  simultan‐

eously in a hurried manner. Anne reconciles the relationship with the mother, accepts

the separation from the children, definitively abandons the idea of a new relationship,

and reaches her pacification with the father's grief — all in thirty pages. The reader

perceives a forcing: the transformation that the novel announces has not been built.

The final epiphany arrives without payment of the setups that the text had planted (or

rather: that it should have planted).

The Weight of Air

RESIDUAL VULNERABILITIES
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Vulnerability

Chapter/Scene

1

POV oscillating first/third person without visible narrative reason

Severity

whole

High

manuscript

2

Diluted climax (rain scene) and unearned ending

chap. 16-18

High

3

Antagonist (ex-husband Mark) two-dimensional, never present in scene

chap. 2, 6, 11,

Medium

17 4

Repetitive middle pacing, six chapters without progression

chap. 7-12

Medium

5

Cliché of the emotionally distant mother character, modelled on known

chap. 5, 8, 13

Medium

Medium

tropes

6

Dialogue of adolescent children not credible, voices interchangeable

chap. 3, 9, 15
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7

Manchester setting under-utilised, city interchangeable with any British

whole

metropolis

manuscript

Typos and minor inconsistencies (secondary names, dates, places)

scattered

8

Low

Low

The Weight of Air

SYNTHETIC EVALUATION BY DIMENSION

Dimension

Weight

v1

Notes v1

Story

20%

4.5

Weak dramatic arc, diluted climax, unearned ending, repetitive middle

Architecture 2. Character

pacing 20%

6.0

Strong and credible protagonist; antagonist flat figure; secondary cast under-developed;

children dialogues not credible

Craft & Voice

1. 
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20%

5.5

Promising voice but oscillating POV; some pages of real intensity; alternating dialogues;

risk of easy lyricism in some passages

World &

20%

4.5

Setting 5. Thematic Depth

Manchester little characterised, missed opportunity to root the novel in a recognisable

city

20%

4.5

Themes present (grief, female inheritance, adult identity) but treated without particular

incisiveness; risk of common place

WEIGHTED AVERAGE v1: 5.0/10

The Weight of Air

CLOSING NOTE

Manuscriptum provides an editorial assessment of the manuscript. It does not represent

professional editorial advisory, literary agency, or editorial scouting services. Decisions

concerning the use of  the manuscript (submission to publishers,  revision,  publication,

market positioning) remain the author's responsibility.

Analysis produced with Manuscriptum, an editorial evaluation platform for authors, pub‐

lishers, and sector operators — 9 May 2026

The Weight of Air

COMPLETE EDITORIAL EVALUATION (v1) "The Weight of Air"

Author

Martha C.

Genre segment

1. 
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Literary (contemporary family drama)

Review date

Version evaluated

v1

Length

55,000 words, 18 chapters

Overall evaluation

5.0/10 — INTERESTING, TO BE STRENGTHENED BEFORE SUBMISSION

Relative positioning

~33rd percentile, slightly below average of Literary segment

Reference distribution

µ ≈ 5.5 / σ ≈ 1.2; provisional calibration (0/30 reports archived). Score 5.0 sits at z ≈

-0.42

The Weight of Air
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